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'Is this your bride ?' Fair Ellin she sayd,
'Methinks she looks wondrous browne;

Thou mightest have had as fair a woman
As ever trod on the ground/

That provides a motive for the murder of Eleanor by the nut-
brown bride, a denouement which is peculiar to this family.
Incident n is then added, a ferocious retribution:

Lord Thomas he had a sword by his side

As he walked about the hall;
He cut off his bride's head from her shoulders

And he threw it against the wall.

In Scandinavian II, Eleanor is transformed from an innocent
victim into a resolute killer, a type which appears fairly often
in Scandinavian ballads. In one version, she is a fury who
takes a blood-thirsty revenge:

Sir Peter awakes but he wakes not ere

The flame is playing in the young bride's hair.

Sir Peter springs from his bed, oer late

He saw little Kersti go out through the gate.

* Ah, dear little Kersti, now help thou me!
Another time shall I help thee.'

And it was little Kersti, her laugh he heard:
*I wot well how you keep your word.'27

The Scandinavian versions are more bare and stark and
they have fewer conventional intrusions than the English
versions. They do not include incident 2, and so give no
reason for the lover's abandonment of his mistress. They
show a great deal of divergence in their endings, all of which
are more or less violent.

The incident (13) of the sympathetic plants which grew
from the lovers' tombs requires some comment. It is found